
HOW RUSSIAN MEDIA FOMENTS HOSTILITY 

TOWARD THE WEST 



Who are the enemies for Russians? 

Poll by Levada Center



ÅContent-analysis of all news and political talk-shows of top three Russian TV 

channels and 10 popular web sites

ÅTime period: 3,5 years from July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2017

ÅTV channels and programs which were analyzed

ÅChannel One  ïNews (ʅʦʚʦʩʪʠ), Sunday Time (ɺʦʩʢʨʝʩʥʦʝ ʚʨʝʤʷ), Time 

(ɺʨʝʤʷ)

ÅNTV ïToday (ʉʝʛʦʜʥʷ), Majority (ɹʦʣʴʰʠʥʩʪʚʦ)

ÅRussia 1 ïNews (ɺʝʩʪʠ), News of the week (ɺʝʩʪʠ ʥʝʜʝʣʠ), News on 

Saturday (ɺʝʩʪʠ ʚ ʩʫʙʙʦʪʫ), Evening with Vladimir Solovyov (ɺʝʯʝʨ ʩ 

ɺʣʘʜʠʤʠʨʦʤ ʉʦʣʦʚʴʝʚʳʤ)

ÅKeywords for content-analysis ï35 European countries, the USA and Ukraine

Methodology



MEDIA LANDSCAPE OF RUSSIA 



TV is by far the main source of news for Russians

VCIOM survey, 2017

What is your main 

source of information 

about the events in 

Russia?



Which media do Russians trust?

VCIOM survey, 2017

ÅTV is the most trustable 

source of information for 

Russians, while foreign 

media have the highest 

level of distrust



An average Russian citizen watches TV 4,5 hours per day

Mediascope 2017, TV Index, 

Russia 100K+, 05:00 ï29:00, 

P4+



Weekly reach of Russian TV channels

Mediascope 2017, TV Index, Russia 100K+, 05:00 ï29:00, P18+

Total weekly reach of 

3 main federal TV 

channels is 76%



The most popular TV channels in Russia

All major channels with news programs are owned by state or proxy companies





ÅTV remains the most influential media in Russia

Å3 main federal channels reach 76% of Russians in a week

ÅRussians trust TV much more than any other media

ÅForeign media have the lowest trust rating and the biggest 

anti-rating

Åfew people can speak foreign languane and travel 

abroad

ÅAll big media are owned by the Kremlin

Conclusions



Image of the West in Russian TV

25 negative news daily 

on the top three TV 

channels

Coca Cola had

6 ADS DAILY  

on the same top three 

channels 



Top negatively mentioned countries in Russian media

Top three TV channels and 10 web sites

The main enemies in 

Russian media are: USA, 

Ukraine and Europe



Negative to positive news ratio on Russian TV



The average ratio of 

negative to positive 

news is 85%/15%

However there are two

countries that Russian 

TV covers positively: 

Belarus and Switzerland

Positive to negative news ratio for Europe



22% of negative news contain the word ñwarò in different 

forms 

Å ñDevelopmentò, 

ñpeacefulò and 

ñcooperationò are 

present in Russian news 

around 3 times less than 

ñwarò

% shows the share of news in 
database which contain the 
word in one of its forms


